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Many of you will remember the quote “I love it when a 
plan comes together” from the popular 1980’s television 
program The A-Team. That is how I feel about what is 

happening at Kanza today. 
June 30th closed out second quarter of our financial year with 
total gross sales of almost $75 million and net overall savings of $6.2 
million. All of our businesses have been performing well especially 
grain and agronomy. The first six months of this year have been the 
most profitable of my 32 years here at Kanza.  Also, Kanza recently 
sold two-thirds of its FC Stone stock, a position we have had held 
for several years in anticipation of future profitability. That holding 
paid off with a gain of $1.7 million. 
Another exciting happening is this feature-based magazine you 
are receiving. We hope this bi-annual publication coupled with our 
monthly newsletter will keep you in the know on all the great things 
happening at Kanza. 
Lastly, I would like to thank you again for your continued business 
with Kanza. We will continue to do our best to make sure that the 
plans keep coming together to benefit all of our members for years 
to come. 

Summer 2018

By Bruce Krehbiel
President & Chief Executive Officer

When Plans Come Together



always teasing Teresa and me about 
something. Finally, we would make a stop at 
the coffee table to visit with Bruce Krehbiel, 
Larry Marston, and any other farmers who 
were around. Dad would get his supplies 
and take care of business then we would 
head home.

Wheat harvest holds a lot of special 
memories too. Teresa and I liked to play 
in the wheat truck while we waited on 
dad and Ryan, our older brother, to make 
enough rounds to fill it up. I can still hear 
Dad’s reminder to not bend the bars in the 
truck bed or get too far into the wheat. 
Once the truck was full we would ride with 
either mom or dad to Antrim to dump our 
wheat. Another connection to Kanza was 
that our brother Brad worked at Antrim 
with Nick Krehbiel, Jeff Krehbiel and Gates 
Hunley. Teresa and I thought it was cool 

Kanza was the only cooperative I knew 
growing up. A statement you may 
hear associated with Kanza is “working 

together for the love of the land.” This saying 
really means something to my family and 
me. It means that we aren’t just customers, 
we are a part of the Kanza family and we all 
work together with the same goal in mind. 
Kanza has been an important part of my 
family’s life and I have many fond memories 
that stand out as part of that story.

Childhood trips to Iuka were a treat during 
the summer for my twin sister, Teresa, and 
me.  On the ride to town, Teresa and I were 
sure to be quiet so dad could listen to the 
markets on 550 AM radio. Dad would make 
his rounds. First stop was at the grain office to 
see Susie Belding, who always had a sucker 
for Teresa and me. Next, we would go to the 
Farm Store to see Bryan Nickelson, who was

Growing 
Up 
Kanza
By Tara Christie

Tara Christie is a summer intern in the compliance department 
in Iuka. She is a senior at Kansas State University studying 
agricultural business. She grew up on a farm near the Stafford 
and Pratt county line. Her parents are Mike and Julie Christie. 
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Growing 
Up 
Kanza

whenever the guys rode on the side of the 
truck to get to the pit. We always volunteered 
to go into the scale house to grab the ticket so 
that we could get a sucker or some candy. 

The former Kanza location west of St. John was 
also a frequent stop for our family.  From oil 
changes and tire repairs to filling up the gas 
tank after school, we could always count on 
great service from Kanza. Teresa and I would 
race to see who could get out of the car to 
clean the windows when we stopped. Wayne 
Miller and Carl Hull were always there to greet 
us and give us a hard time about life. These 
quick stops were full of friendly faces and 
service that makes you smile.

After graduation from St. John High School, 
dad told me I needed to get a summer job. 
He suggested working for Kanza since I didn’t 
know what I wanted to do. It was a bit of a 
family tradition my mom had previously worked 
in the Farm Store, my brother Brad helped in 
the summer time at Antrim, and Teresa was 
summer help at Byers and Iuka. 

I was hired at the Zenith branch. I worked 
in the office with Lea Cauley and helped 
Remington Smith during harvest weighing 
trucks. It was a great experience and I 
came back to work with them for a second 
summer. The Zenith staff always made it a 
fun and memorable place to work. 

This summer, I returned to Kanza as a 
Compliance Department Intern in Iuka. This 
position taught me about many different 
aspects of working for a cooperative and in 
an office setting. The experience has helped 
me to gain a better understanding of what 
kinds of jobs I will apply for after graduation 
next May. 

Each of these memories may seem like 
normal everyday life. However, when you 
put them all together you can see the 
impact that Kanza has had on my life. I 
am glad to be part of this family and the 
tradition of “working together for the love of 
the land.”
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Partnerships Grow Success
A bonus of the relationship with WinField 
United is a chance to reward high-input 
customers through the Winfield Catalyst 
Program, formerly called Emerald Rewards. 
This program provides incentives for growers 
who are utilizing a specified combination 
of herbicides, insecticides, fungicides, seed 
treatments, micronutrients, and seed on 
1,500 acres or more. The best part about this 
program is that it’s virtually effortless to our 
growers. Kanza customers who qualify are 
automatically enrolled in the program and 
only need to worry about deciding how they 
want to be rewarded. The rewards cover a 
wide variety of interests by providing items 
that are functional such as power tools and 
equipment or rewards that are meant for 
enjoyment like hobby equipment or travel 
opportunities. 

A long standing relationship with an 
organization like Winfield United continues 
to propel the cycle of growth for both Kanza 
and our members. If you have questions 
about the Catalyst or Answer Plot programs 
please contact me (620) 770-2627 or Corey 
Koett (620)786-6726.

By Bryan Nickelson 
Vice President of Agronomy

Growth in the cooperative system is a 
cycle that starts with investing in the 
right products and facilities to help our 

customers grow.  In recent years, our agronomy 
department has added capabilities like our 
dry fertilizer spreaders and the new dry fertilizer 
facility in Iuka to help increase efficiency. 
Trusted partners like WinField United, the 
organization formed by the recent merger of 
WinField and United Suppliers, help us get the 
right products and maximize potential. 

WinField United continues to provide Kanza 
with access to high quality crop protection 
inputs, seed and crop nutrients to help our 
customers maximize yields. Winfield United also 
provides unmatched agricultural expertise and 
education to help bring the newest technology 
to the field through programs like Answer Plots. 
Also, as a brand of Land O’Lakes, Inc., WinField 
United is a smart choice for cooperatives 
like Kanza because they share the same 
drive to serve members and have a deep 
understanding of our customers.
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Partnerships Grow Success

Fueling 
Customers 
with a 
Trusted Brand

Bringing high quality products to our 
customers is an important part of 
why Kanza Cooperative Association 

has such a long standing partnership with 
Cenex brand fuels. When it comes to fuels, 
especially diesel fuels, Cenex has earned 
its reputation of being a premium diesel by 
providing consistent performance and a 
high value for the customers who use their 
products. 
Ruby FieldMaster and RoadMaster XL, 
the premium brands of Cenex Diesel fuel, 
are proven to optimize performance, no 
matter what kind of diesel engines you are 
operating. They improve fuel economy 
by as much as 5%, increase fuel lubricity 
by 10-15%, improve power by up to 4.5%, 
have a high cetane number—typical 47-
49, extend life of injectors/injector pumps, 
and reduce downtime and maintenance. 
Cenex Premium Diesels also performs better 
in modern diesel engines because of their 
industry leading multifunctional additive 
package engineered to meet the

By Jeff Bolen 
Chief Operations Officer
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challenges of today’s common rail 
engine designs that create extreme heat 
and pressure, all while enhancing the 
performance of diesel engines both new 
and old.
On top of the great products that Cenex 
provides, it is also owned by CHS, Inc., a 
cooperative of which Kanza is a member. 
The cooperative model is something we 
believe in and helps us return value back 
to our customers.  We hope that you will 
continue to choose Kanza Cooperative 
because of our great products like Cenex 
fuels and our commitment to helping 
build your business.



The history of agricultural cooperatives 
is tied directly to the history of rural 
America, while connecting producers 

to larger social and economic dynamics.  
The modern agricultural cooperative has its 
roots in the Grange Movement immediately 
following the American Civil War.  However, 
there are examples of cooperatives being 
formed prior to these years in the early 19th 
century.  
The Grange was a fraternal organization 
throughout the rural areas in the United 

States that, in addition to its basic social 
interactive functions, pushed for legal 
reforms that would lessen the stranglehold 
that private grain elevator companies and 
railroads held over the market access for the 
farmer.  By the 1880s and 90s, a new rural 
movement had emerged that grew out of 
the Grange Movement – Populism.  
At its core, Populism was tied to the 
grievances of rural America: access to 
capital, low prices, monopolization of 
market access, and a feeling of loss of local 
control.  Populism grew into a major political 
movement, and it was particularly strong in 
Kansas.  It reached its national pinnacle with 

By Nicholas Krehbiel, 
Chief Compliance Officer
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the foundation of the People’s Party, but its 
influence began to wane after it supported 
the losing candidacy of Democrat William 
Jennings Bryan in the election of 1896.  
It was out of these movements that the 
modern cooperative began to form.  
Fundamentally, cooperatives seek to rectify 
a large number of the issues that the farmers 
of the nineteenth century sought to resolve.  
Farmers saw a pooling of resources into 
an agricultural cooperative as a means 
to regain control over their operations by 
strengthening their negotiating position and 
spreading financial risk. 
Ultimately, their efforts were successful as 
the federal government passed a number 
of pieces of legislation that protected the 
producer’s right to market collectively and 
pool resources. These efforts culminated with 
the famed Capper-Volstead Act of 1922, 
co-sponsored by Kansas Senator Arthur 
Capper.  Kanza Cooperative Association 
owes its existence to the larger history of the 
social movements that Kansas farmers were 
a part of during the late-nineteenth and 
early-twentieth centuries.  
Farmers in Pratt, Harvey, Sedgwick, and 
Stafford Counties were all a part of those 
dynamics and sought to regain some 
measure of control over the economic 
forces in their area.  Anyone who is 
interested in more information on this subject 
can get a copy of A Century of Kanza 
Cooperative: 1915-2015, by Bill Beck.  Call 
the main number for Kanza (800) 536-5614 
and ask for Paula Williams, or talk to your 
local branch manager if you would like a 
copy.

In the Know
Tired of mailing payment for your 

Kanza bill? Did you know that 
you can have your Kanza bill 

automatically withdrawn from your 
bank account each month? Contact 

Monica Lubers at (800) 536-5614 
Ext. 317 to learn how to set up ACH 

payments.
  ____________

Ready for winter? The heat of summer 
makes it hard to imagine, but cold 
weather could be here in just a few 

short months. Act now to get summer 
pricing and the peace of mind that 
comes with having a full propane 
tank as you head into the winter.  
Call (316) 444-2141 and press 4 to 

speak with a propane representative.
____________

Did you know that you can earn 
patronage on your purchases at 

Kanza convenience stores in Andale, 
Pratt, St. John and Stafford? Charge 
your purchases to your account or 
use your Kanza Club Card and you 

will receive patronage back on 
purchases at our convenience stores. 

____________

Want grain prices sent right to your 
phone? Visit KanzaCoop.com to sign-

up for daily text or email messages 
with the current grain prices sent 

automatically. 

Kanza’s Historical 
Connection

7



Wheat Harvest Photo Contest Winners

Bottom Left: Winner of the People 
category, submitted by Julie McNickle

Top Left: Winner 
of Landscape 

category, 
submitted by 

Luke Laha

Top Right: 
Winner of Kanza 
Pride category, 

submitted by 
Julie McNickle

Bottom Right: 
Winner of 
Employee  
category, 

submitted by 
Tara Christie
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