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One of Kanza’s guiding principles has always been 
providing the services that are important to our 
membership. Health insurance is a major issue for our 

producers and we feel responsible to be involved in helping our 
members find affordable solutions in the increasingly complex 
and expensive marketplace. 
Recently, the Kanza Board of Directors voted to partner 
with Land O’Lakes to offer a Cooperative Farmer Member 
Health Plan. Starting in January of 2020, our members will 
have the option to access competitively priced health plans 
through Minneapolis-based health benefits company, Gravie 
Administrative Services LLC. 
In the coming weeks, members who meet eligibility requirements 
will receive informational material about open enrollment and 
how to get sign-up. Be on the lookout for information about the 
plan in the mail and on our website at kanzacoop.com.

Summer construction continues across the company. A 
new 400,000-bushel bin has been constructed at our Byers 
location. The new scale house is nearing completion at 

Randle. Iuka’s elevator is getting a new coat of paint. We 
are finalizing plans to start construction on our new Eastern 
Agronomy Center in Andale this fall. Each of these improvements 
is exciting and will continue to grow our capacity to serve you as 
members.

As Kanza continues to grow, it is also important for us to work 
with other cooperatives and industry leaders to keep on 
top of government and regulatory issues that may impact 

our members and overall business.
To this end, I am pleased to share that, Nicholas Krehbiel, Chief 
Operations Officer, has been appointed to serve on the Country 
Elevator Committee of the National Grain and Feed Association 
(NGFA). This committee is responsible for providing perspective 
and input from a country elevator perspective to inform the 
NGFA board. Through his participation in this national level 
committee, Kanza will continue to build relationships with key 
influencers, keep updated on important issues and have a way 
to share the perspective of our organization and membership at 
the highest level. 
As always, I want to thank you for your continued loyalty and 
support of Kanza. Your success is our success and we will 
continue to work hard to serve you the best that we can.

Wheat
Harvest 
Photo
Contest
Winners

SERVING OUR MEMBERSHIP



Kanza Cooperative Association
PO Box 175 
Iuka, KS 67066

QUIVIRA IMPAIRMENT UPDATE
Last fall, Kanza’s Board of Directors reached 

out to members regarding the important issues 
surrounding the impairment claim made by the US 
FIsh and Wildlife Service on behalf of the Quivira 
National Wildlife Refuge against junior water right 
holders in the Rattlesnake Creek Basin and Big Bend 
Groundwater Management District #5 (GMD5). 
Since that time, the GMD5 Board has submitted 
a second Local Enhanced Management Area 
(LEMA) proposal to the Chief Engineer of the Kansas 
Department of Water Resources (DWR).  This plan 
focused on augmentation as the primary solution 
and sencondary savings by end gun removal and 
retirement of water rights. 
On July 30, the Chief Engineer formally declined 
consideration of the LEMA proposal citing insufficient 
goals for water reduction. The letter also stated that 
the Chief Engineers will now be moving forward with  

direct administration by administrative orders, which 
will become effective in January of 2020, to address 
the impairment. Administrative steps listed in the letter 
include implementation of augmentation, retirement 
or movement of 4,400 acre-feet out of Zone D, and 
development of a Water Conservation Area (WCA) 
to provide flexible administration of water rights in the 
area. Direct administration does not require a formal 
public comment period.
Direct administration and curtailment of water rights 
may affect acre-feet put to beneficial use and land 
and overall property values in the area, which has 
a trickle down impact on local municipalities and 
businesses. As this issue continues to evolve, we 
encourage Kanza members to be informed about the 
issue and events taking place. 
To read the proposed LEMA, DWR’s answering 
letter and other documents related to the Quivira 
Impairment, visit GMD5’s website at www.gmd5.org.
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BEST PROPANE PRICES OF THE YEAR
Summer fill and contract pricing are currently 
available for propane. Take advantage of the lowest 
prices of the year by filling your tank or locking in a 
price for the winter. Contracts have a 500-gallon 
minimum and run October 1-March 31. 
We offer residential, agricultural, commercial, 
industrial service, plus tank leasing and free safety 
inspections for you customers.
For more information or to schedule propane service, 
call one of our regional offices:

 Andale (316) 444-2141, Option 4 
 Iuka 1-800-536-5614, Ext. 402 

NEED NH3? LET US KNOW
As the busy fall season approaches, please be 
thinking ahead and communicating with your 
local branch about your anhydrous needs. Most 
branches do not keep nurse tanks full of NH3 in the 
off-season. If locations aren’t aware of your plans to 
start application, there may be a delay in getting 
anhydrous. Providing a few days notice for when 
you will need product will allow or employees to 
get tanks filled and have them ready for you when 
application time arrives.     


